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BLACK NEWS DIGEST - 5/13/74 
KOLBERG - P. 2 


-- Federal laws provide for priority referral of veterans by 
state employment service offices, and Labor Department regulations 
require that disabled and Vietnam-era veterans receive preference over 
other veterans. 

-- The new Comprehensive Employment and Training Act (CETA) contains 
several provisions that will help veterans find employment. 

~- Firms receiving federal contracts must list openings with the 
state employment services, and the Labor Department is working out plans 
to ensure that disabled and Vietnam-era veterans receive special emphasis 
in hiring by these contractors. 

-- About 1,200 local offices of the state employment services have 
veterans employment representatives to assist veterans on a full-time 
basis, and about the same number have staff members helping 
veterans part-time. 

-- The Labor Department has established a goal of placing 96,000 
handicapped veterans by state employment services during the current 
fiscal year. 

-- On the basis of data from 45 states, it is estimated that 
45,000 were placed during the first six months of the fiscal year. 

-- Handicapped veterans will be further helped by affirmative action 
programs for handicapped which are required from federal contractors 
under the Vocational Rehabilitation Act of 1973. 

Kolberg said the Labor Department supports extending veterans' 
reeemployment rights protection to those who have been employed by state 
governments and their political subdivisions. 

The veterans' reemployment rights program is administered by the 


Labor Department's Labor-Management Services Administration. 


# # # 
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Week of May 13, 1974 
MONTHLY AREA EMPLOYMENT TRENDS FOR APRIL 


WASHINGTON -- The number of major labor areas with "substantial" 

(6 percent or more) unemployment increased to 43 in April with the addition 
of two areas-- Kalamazoo and Lansing-East Lansing, Mich. --the Department 
of Labor reported. 

This was the highest total on the list since January 1973, when 
44 areas were so classified--out of the 150 major labor areas measured 
each month. 

The increase in unemployment in both Kalamazoo and Lansing-East 
Lansing was due primarily to layoffs in the automobile industry. 

The Labor Department noted that the Northeast Pennsylvania labor 
area--which includes Lackawanna, Luzerne and Monroe Counties--was 
recently established as a new Standard Metropolitan Statistical Area. 

The new designation combines the former Scranton and Wilkes-Barre- 
Hazleton, Pa., areas into a single labor area. This new SMSA was 
classified for the first time in April by the Labor Department's Manpower 
Administration in the Group C (moderate unemployment-- 3.0 to 5.9%) 
category. 

The April ratings are based on state employment security agencies’ 
employment and unemployment reports for mid-February and on preliminary 
March figures. 

"Substantial unemployment" means the area has a jobless rate of 
6 percent or more, discounting seasonal or temporary factors, with the 
rate expected to continue for at least two or more months. 


# # # 








Week of May 13, 1974 


U.S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR 
TO AID JUVENILE OFFENDERS 





WASHINGTON -- A model vocational counseling and job placement project 
for juvenile offenders in Florida will be operated by Learning Systems, Inc., 
of Boston under a contract with the U.S. Department of Labor. 

The $655,586 contract calls for an 18-month pilot project to serve 
about 400 young people throughout Florida with a concentrated effort in 
Pinellas County. 

Prevention of juvenile delinquency by reduction of recividism and 
bringing juvenile offenders back into the mainstream of society are its 
prime objectives. 

Program results will be evaluated to produce a model program for 
prime sponsors in other localities under the Comprehensive Employment 
and Training Act (CETA). The model will be made available to sponsors 
with similar juvenile problems. 

The project's manpower services will include job followup to 
determine the effectiveness of the job preparation provided, as well as 
work with employers to remove barriers to employment of former delinquents. 
Educational backgrounds will be upgraded to improve employability, and 
supportive services will be provided in the medical and vocational fields. 

The bulk of the enrollees in the program will be from medium sized 
communities typical of the average prime sponsor under CETA. However, 
juveniles from all types of communities including rural areas will be 


enrolled. 


Learning Systems, Inc., conducted a successful pre-trial intervention 


project for juveniles in Baltimore under a Labor Department contract. 
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World of Work 


By PETER J. BRENNAN 
Secretary of Labor 


QUESTION: Our plant was in- 
spected recently by an officer from 
the Occupational Safety and 
Health Administration. Our em- 
ployer was given six months to 
eliminate a violation of machine 
guard standards and we employees 
think this is too long a time to be 
exposed to this hazard. What can 
we do? 

ANSWER: An employee repre- 
sentative may notify the OSHA 
area office that issued the citation 
indicating your intent to contest 
the abatement period as unreason- 
able, Following such notification, 
which must be filed within 15 
working days after your employer 
received the citation, an employee 
representative will be notified by 
the independent Occupational 
Safety and Health Review Com- 
mission of the steps to take. 


~_*** 


QUESTION: | know there are 
regulatiors requiring federal con- 
tractors to provide equal employ- 
ment opportunities. Is it legal for 
these employers to advertise for 
applicants of a certain sex for cer- 
tain jobs? 

ANSWER: Generally no. Em- 
ployers holding federal contracts 
may not express a'sex preference 
in their help wanted ads except in 
very unusual circumstances. The 
Labor Department has found that 
in most government contract work, 
there are few valid reasons for ex- 
cluding all men or all women from 
a particular job. 


~_*** 


Employees May 
Contest OSHA Rule 













QUESTION: | sell shoes in a 
large department store. In our de 
partment, we are not allowed to 
take a coffee break or rest break 
in the morning or afternoon. Isn't 
our boss required by law to give 
us a few minutes off? 

ANSWER: No. Under the Fair 
Labor Standards Act your em- 
ployer is not required to give cof- 
fee or rest breaks. Short rest pe- 
riods or coffee breaks running 
from five to 20 minutes are com- 
mon in industry. If granted, such 
time is considered hours worked, 
and employees must be paid for it. 
Though not required by federal 
law, rest periods are mandatory 
under some state laws and are pro- 
visions of many collective bargain- 
ing contracts. You might check 
with your state department of la- 
bor, or your union if you have one. 


x*kx* 


Editor’s note: If you have a 
question regarding job training 
and placement, labor-management 
relations, job health and safety, 
equal employment opportunity, 
wages and hours, employment and 
unemployment, prices and earr:- 
ings and other matters involving 
the U.S. Department of Labor, 
send it to: 

Peter J. Brennan 
Secretary of Labor 
“World of Work” 
U.S. Department of Labor 
Washington, D.C. 20210 








Dear Consumer 





Training Advice 
For Railroad Trips 


By Virginia Knauer 
Special Assistant to the President 
and Director 
Office of Consumer Affairs 
Department of Health, Education and Welfare 


Planning a trip? 


Plan on taking a train. 


It’s one way to have 


your vacation and save gasoline at the same time. 
If it has been a long time since you’ve traveled 
by train, you may be surprised at the changes that 
have been made in the nation’s railroads. 
To get you in training for going by rail, I’ve put 


together some suggestions. 


@ You can arrange a 
train trip in almost any part 
of the country by contacting 
AMTRAK (the nickname for 
National Railroad Passenger 
Corp.). AMTRAK serves 440 
cities and runs 200 trains 
every day. AMTRAK will 
even handle reservations for 
trains that it does not run— 
Southern Railroad and the 
Denver, Western and Rio 
Grande. 

@ You can make train 
reservations by phone. Look 
for AMTRAK in your local 
telephone directory. 

@ Your reservation will 
be made through a central 
computer and will be held for 
you until a half hour before 
train time, But AMTRAK 
does suggest that you may 
feel safer with your ticket in 
your pocket, If you can, pick 
it up in advance or ask to 


have the ticket mailed to 
you. 

@ All trains traveling 
more than 500 miles offer 
roomettes (sleeping accom- 


modations for one person), 
bedrooms (sleeping for two), 
as well as parlor cars (indi- 
vidual reserved seats) and 
regular coaches. Some trains 
also offer slumber coaches, 
where coach seats open into 
small beds. 

@ On all long-distance 
trains, dining cars serve full 


meals. Other trains offer 
snack service. Some trains 
entertain passengers with 


movies (in some areas, TV) 
and bingo games. 


@ Although few trains 


offer reduced round-trip fares, 


trains offer a family 
with lower fares for 
some family members trav- 
eling together Mondays 
through Thursdays. 

In addition, excursion 
fares are available on some 
trains, with lower rates for 
round-trips made in one- to 
five-day periods. (Special 
group fares may be available 
through a nearby AMTRAK 
office.) 

@ AMTRAK recommends 
that you put complete identi- 
fication on each piece of bag- 
gage, whether you carry it on 
the train or check it through 
on the baggage service car if 
one is available. (When there 
is baggage service, you may 
carry only two bags on the 
train with you.) 

If you do plan to use 
baggage service, allow plenty 
of time for checking; bags 
will not be accepted later 
than 30 minutes before train 
time. Some items other than 
luggage are accepted for bag- 
gage service; ask the ticket 
agent about bicycles, camping 
gear and other vacation items. 

On each adult ticket, 
AMTRAK is responsible for 
only three pieces of luggage, 
not exceeding 150 pounds and 
$100 in value (for all three). 
But you can buy insurance 
coverage for value over $100. 

You'll find it useful, I 
think, to make a list of all 
your questions before you call 
for your ticket reservation. 
That will help AMTRAK to 
make good on its slogan, “One 
call does it all.” 


many 
plan, 
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FILLERS FROM THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR 


For more than a quarter century, the U.S. Department of Labor's 
Occupational Outlook Handbook has been the standard reference for 


vocational guidance information. 


Between 1972 and 1985 employment in the United States is likely to 
increase by as much as 20 million jobs, according to Commissioner of 
Labor Statistics Julius Shiskin in a preface to the 1974-75 Occupational 


Outlook Handbook. 


A significant shift is expected by 1985 toward fewer jobs in goods- 
producing industries and more in service industries, according to the 
1974-75 Occupational Outlook Handbook; published by the U.S. Labor 


Department's Bureau of Labor Statistics. 


The U.S. Department of Labor's Occupational Outlook Handbook provides 
information on over 800 occupations and 30 major industries. 
x * * 
Information in the U.S. Department of Labor's Occupational Outlook 
Handbook is based on data from business firms, trade associations, labor 
unions, professional societies, educational institutions, government 


agencies and others. 
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